The integrity of the syllable in developmental apraxia of speech.
Three children with developmental apraxia of speech (DAS) identified the number of syllables in words, judged intrasyllabic sound positions, and constructed syllable shapes within monosyllabic frames. Results suggest that DAS children demonstrate an apparent breakdown in the ability to perceive "syllableness" and to access and compare syllable representations with regard to position and structure. Based on these findings, DAS is viewed as a disorder characterized by an impoverished phonological representation system. On the basis of this article, the reader will be able to (1) describe the deficits in syllabic perception demonstrated by some participants with DAS; (2) examine the utility of metalinguistic tasks in the differential diagnosis of DAS; and (3) evaluate the findings with respect to competing theoretical perspectives on DAS.